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@ Against fire, “know-how” is a mighty weapon. Men who 
know how each extinguisher should be used, who know 
when it should not be used, men who know that a fire in 
electrical wiring must not be handled with the same fire- 
fighter you would use for a rubbish blaze . . . these men 
can save your plant in a quick-striking emergency. 

It’s up to you to train these men. You will train them 
best by letting them see extinguishers in action against real 
fires. You will stage demonstrations at your plant. 

Walter Kidde & Company will send you a booklet which 
tells how to make demonstrations dramatic and instructive 

. how to teach men to know their fire-fighters. Write to 


Walter Kidde & Company, Inc. 
549 Main Street Belleville, N. J. 
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( N March 20, 1943, Chief Joseph W. 

Morgan, of the St. Louis Fire De- 
partment, was directing his men in fight- 
ing a fire in a five-story brick plant of the 
Goodwill Industries. Seeing signs that the 
building was weakening, Chief Morgan 
ran up the fire escape to warn his men in- 
side the structure. The cover picture (St. 
Louis Star-Times), shows Chief Morgan on 
the fire escape ordering his men to safety. 
A moment later the building suddenly col- 
lapsed and the Chief was crushed under 
the ruins. (Shown on page 7.) All of his 
men escaped with their lives, thanks to his 
timely warning and self-sacrifice. 

Although he had been in command of the 
St. Louis Fire Department a compara- 
tively short time, Chief Morgan was well- 
known as an outstanding and progressive 
commander. It was stated that he was a 
leader who would never order his men into 
places of possible danger into which he was 
personally unwilling to go. 

A week later another American fire 
chief had also given his life in the line of 
duty. On March 26th, Chief Napoleon 
Taupier, of Pawtucket, R. 1., was fatally 
injured when his automobile struck a pole 
when responding to a grass fire. 

m Y copy of the new VoLUNTEER 

FIREMEN received a few days ago. 
Without question it has my _ heartiest 
congratulations. 

“Beneath the covers of every issue I’ve 
always found news that ignited the en- 
thusiasm of all volunteer fire-fighters. 
Progressiveness is reflected in those de- 
partments subscribing to this highly edu- 
cational publication. 

“My entire organization digests the con- 
tents of each copy with tasteful pleasure. 
We consider it a ‘must’ in Co. No. 2. 

‘My sincerest wishes are extended to the 
entire editing staff for its successful and 
prosperous future.” 

[t is letters such as the above note from 
Assistant Chief Eugene H. Spender, Com- 
munity Engine Co. No. Two Association, 
Wyckoff Township, New Jersey, that make 
the staff of VoLUNTEER FIREMEN magazine 
feel that their efforts are worthwhile. 

However, all of the credit is not due to 
the editorial staff for any successes en- 
joyed by the N.F.P.A. in the publication 
of this little magazine. Chief credit is due 
to the men making up the volunteer fire 
service of the United States and Canada 
for their active support and encouragement. 

|-ach of the more than 15,500 individual 
fire:nen from the nearly 800 fire companies 
enrolled in the section are entitled to a 
share of the credit for the improved 
megazine. 
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OBERT F. HAMM, Indiana State 

Fire Co-ordinator has, in a very few 
words, summed up “the important posi- 
tion of the volunteer firemen.” Because it 
is necessary that members of volunteer fire 
departments appreciate the importance of 
their task, we are using Mr. Hamm’s state- 
ment as our chief editorial this month. 

“The fireman has always been an im- 
portant person in the American way of life. 
However, he has failed to receive his proper 
share of public applause until now. We 
begin to realize how important fire protec- 
tion is when we try to rebuild or when we 
measure loss in food and material values. 
It certainly is with no thought of minimiz- 
ing the importance of the paid fireman 
when we say that the volunteer firemen is 
of tremendous importance just now. We 
know that of the 15,000 fire companies in 
the United States, about 14,000 are vol- 
unteer. For the most part these volunteers 
are in small towns and rural areas. In 
those areas that must produce food for 
the winning of the war and food to feed 
the world for some time when war is over. 
Here one will find barns filled with precious 
food stuffs, elevators containing grain to 
feed hungry soldiers and civilians. Pack- 
ing houses and warehouses dot the rural 
map profusely. It is the rural or small- 
town firemen, the volunteer in most cases, 
that must take the lead in doing three vital 
things today. 

“First, he must keep abreast of modern 
fire-fighting methods to be as efficient as 
possible. To do this he must not overlook 
the value of the state and regional fire 
schools, reading of books and magazine 
articles on fire-fighting tactics. He must 
continue practicing the best-known meth- 
ods and constantly seek to improve the 
methods used. 

“Second, he must be more interested 
than ever before in fire prevention. Dr. 
David J. Price pointed out in his report to 
the N.F.P.A. some time ago that about 
sixty-five per cent of the total fire loss in 
the United States was in rural America. 

“Third, he must take the lead where 
necessary in helping provide proper fire 
protection for the small-town factory, 
cannery, elevator, warehouse or storage, 
as well as the farmer. No one can afford to 
overlook adequate protection and no group 
in the community is better qualified to 
give advise and to render a valuable serv- 
ice to their community and Nation than 
the volunteer firemen. 

“Now the volunteer firemen have a job 
to do and the American fireman has always 
tried to do the job well. He will come 
through now and we can bet our money 
on that.” 






Maine Fire 
Delays Naval 
Shipbuilding 


By Chief Van E. Russell 
Rockland Fire Department 





This view, looking south, shows the fire in its final stages with only the 
partial skeleton of the building remaining. The fire originated near the 
point in the center foreground where the fire is still burning brightly 


(Member W. F. P. A.) 


Ww: had a real “hot time” here the night of February 25th 
when fire of unknown origin broke out at the Snow 
Shipyard. Fortunately we had foreseen the probability of a 
serious fire at this yard and had laid out our plans of opera- 
tion well in advance. Although the fire caused extensive 
damage, and doubtless delayed the production of ships for 
the Navy, we were successful in saving a lot of extremely 
valuable property that was severely exposed. 

The shipyard is one of the oldest on the Maine Coast, hav- 
ing been founded shortly after the Civil War. It now occupies 
about eight acres and consists entirely of frame buildings. 
The whole place is one big fire area and there is practically 
nothing in the way of fire protection facilities. Our efforts to 
prevent fires at the shipyard have never produced anything in 
the way of results. We have been in the yard on a number of 
calls and we have tried to get the management to improve 
housekeeping, fire protection and water supply but nothing 
significant has ever been done about it. 

At 6.45 p.m., on February 25th, we received a still alarm 
from a Coast Guard watchman at the shipyard, stating that 
the machine shop building was afire. This building, one of 
the most important units of the plant, was a large frame 
structure, measuring roughly 150 feet square, mostly two 


stories in height. It housed not only the machine shop but 
also the plate shop, boiler shop, supply room, first aid room, 
electrical shop, and garage for a couple of trucks. On the 
second floor were located the offices and a pattern loft. Some 
idea of the hazard may be gained from the fact that the garage 
area was separated from the machine shop by nothing more 
substantial than an old sail. The building was without fire 
protection of any kind and the flames swept through it 
like tinder. 

Our section of the country calls for quite a lot of detailed 
planning with regard to water supplies for fire fighting. There 
are a number of areas in the city where the water supply is 
not all that it might be, and on the outskirts or in the sur- 
rounding communities, getting water for hose lines is fre- 
quently the major problem. Consequently we spend a good 
deal of our training time on classroom plans for various hose 
layouts and relays and then we practice them right at the 
scene. This particular shipyard fire had been talked over a 
number of times before it occurred and we had practiced the 
hose layouts many times. The only water immediatély avail- 
able was one hydrant on a six-inch, dead-end main 2,250 feet 
long. From this hydrant to the fire it took about 800 feet of 
hose to give us a line long enough to work with. The flow on 


LL 


Typical scenes at the Snow ee The left-hand view shows shipwrights at work on the deck of a wooden naval vessel. In the left 


background is the storage buil« 
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ing which was threatened by the fire. The fire area itself is out of the picture at the extreme left. The 
right-hand view shows the sawmill where frames and planking are prepared. 


International 


& 


; ear we. 











tet 







Fire at Snow Shipyards, Incorporated 
Rockland, Maine 
Feb. 25, 1943 


O50ft 22-inch hose — 





‘umper 
Hydrant 


Water Main 


this hydrant had been tested at 350 g.p.m. at 20 pounds 
residual pressure. -To help this water shortage we had worked 
out a plan for looping two mains with hose lines, and this 
plan was carried out promptly when we responded to the 
alarm. 

Our 750-g.p.m. Mack centrifugal pumper, carrying 2,900 
feet of hose, laid one line from the hydrant to the fire and 
another one back to the hydrant and connected up the pump. 
Meanwhile our 400-g.p.m. Dodge rotary pumper, carrying 
1,550 feet of hose, responded by another route, laying a line 
from another dead-end hydrant on another street four blocks 
away from the shipyard, placing a gate valve on the line. 
A second line of hose, looping these two dead-end hydrants 
which are 1,050 feet apart, was also laid by our 500-g.p.m., 
front-end mounted Ford pumper. The Dodge rear-end man 
dropped off at the distant hydrant and made the connections 
for his own line and the one from the Ford which followed. 
He opened up the hydrant when given the signal and our 750 
could then get enough water to give us two good streams. 


7. might suppose that with the Atlantic Ocean at our 
front door we would have had an ample salt-water supply 
for our pumpers. It is a standing rule of the department that 
every permanent man shall know the tidal schedule. In this 
case the fire occurred at extreme low tide. Even if the state 
of the tides had been more favorable, the shipyard is so con- 
gested that it is unlikely that a pumper could have reached 
the dock during the height of the fire. 

Our department consists of six permanent men besides 
myself and twenty-five call men. All but two turned out 
promptly for this fire. Although we worked at top speed, by 
the time we had our hose lines ready, the machine shop build- 


‘ing was doomed. A breeze was blowing the flames toward a 


frame storage building where valuable supplies of metal fit- 
tings and electrical equipment were kept. Also in danger of 
destruction were seven large Diesel marine engines and a 
75-ton crane used for installing these engines. The engines 
were valued at $30,000 each and the crane at about $50,000. 
We ran our lines past the burning building and concentrated 
on protecting the warehouse, crane, and engines. 

Meanwhile a detachment of Coast Guard men, under 
Lieutenant-Commander I. L. Hammond, responded with a 
50()-g.p.m. trailer pump. These men had been in training at 
our headquarters for some time. They went to work and 
re:.dered valuable aid in protecting the crane and storehouse. 
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Unfortunately, the low tide limited the usefulness of their 
trailer pump as they were able to draft water for only a short 
time. Of the greatest assistance, however, was the new Coast 
Guard fireboat which went to work on the fire from the water 
or eastern side. The fireboat is one of the jet-propelled variety 


described in the October 1942 VoLUNTEER FIREMEN. It is 
equipped with four 500-g.p.m. centrifugal pumps and 400 
feet of hose. We loaned them what hose was left on our Dodge 
and Ford pumpers to lengthen their lines with and they did 
an excellent job. A detachment from the local Naval base, 
under Lieutenant-Commander J. I. Merrill, assisted in hand- 
ling the frozen hose lines and performed other useful services. 
A large Navy salvage vessel, nearing completion at the wharf 
just south of the burning building, was cut adrift by these 
men. She was towed back to the dock undamaged after the 
fire was extinguished. 


W: were able to keep the fire from spreading to the ware- 
house although a few clapboards were scorched. The 
damage to the crane was confined to the wooden control house. 
The fire spread to the tarpaulins covering the Diesel engines 
but we wet them down and the damage was negligible. One or 
two of the small frame sheds on the windward side of the fire 
were very slightly damaged by radiated heat. During the 
height of the fire we lost a section of hose from each of our two 
lines, but we had anticipated that possibility and had replace- 
ments all ready to be coupled up. 

Within about forty minutes from the time the alarm came 
in the machine shop building was burned to the ground. After 
the threat to the exposed values was over we cooled the ruins 
and remained on duty until 5:15 the next morning. 

The loss from this fire has been variously estimated from 
$350,000 to $750,000. I think the higher figure is about right. 
The indirect losses alone are tremendous as the yard may be 
slowed up as much as six months. The machinery was badly 
damaged; much of it, doubtless, will be useless. A large 
quantity of valuable and hard-to-replace supplies was de- 
stroyed in the storeroom. There was also a serious loss of 
business records including payrolls and accounts. 

This fire was to have been expected. The only mystery 
about it is that it hadn’t happened before. It was fortunate 
that the wind conditions were comparatively favorable be- 
cause if a stronger wind had been blowing toward the north- 
west, it is probable that the entire shipyard, including the 
wooden vessels under construction, would have been destroyed. 
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1943 Plans for 


State Firemen’'s 
Training Program 


gy EFICIENT municipal fire protection is essential 
Just as troops much train 


for nations at war 


constantly to successfully fight the enemy, so no fire 
department can be efficient which does not have a 
continuous and adequate training program 
following reports indicate the present plans for fire- 
men’s training work this year, based upon answers 
to a questionnaire sent to responsible officials inter- 
ested in the firemen’s training work of their respec- 


tive states and provinces. Where a state has been 


omitted, this is an indication that replies were not 
received in time for inclusion in the May issue of 


VOLUNTEER FIREMEN. 


Alabama. Battalion Chief W. W. 
Walton, State Fire Service Instructor, re- 
ports that the State Fire School is sched- 
uled for June 1-5, at the University of 
Alabama at Tuscaloosa. It is also hoped 
to have zone firemen’s training schools in 
operation by next fall. Two instructor 
training conferences have been held in 
recent months and fifteen men were certi 
fied as instructors 


Arkansas. The date for the annual fire 
school at Little Rock has not been an- 
nounced. Regional fire schools were sched- 
uled for El Dorado, April 19-23; April 
26-30, Monticello; and May 5-10, Helena. 
Teacher training conferences for fire in- 
structors are to be held at Fayetteville, 
Fort Smith, Texarkana, E] Dorado, Monti- 
cello, Little Rock, Helena, Forrest City 
and Jonesboro. It is hoped, through the 
teacher training conferences, to obtain an 
instructor with each fire department 
Since last September Ist there have been 
two regional schools, twelve introductory 
courses and eight departmental schools 
\ draft has been prepared for a new forty- 
eight-page “Basic Training Manual.” 


California. J. CG. Beswick, Chief, 
Bureau of Trade and Industrial Educa- 
tion, State Department of Education, re- 
ports that he does not anticipate an active 
state fire training program in 1943 because 
the Bureau’s leaders in fire training work 
are all in Federal service, including Mr. 
Thomas Ward, who is now fire advisor for 
the 9th OCD Region. 


Delaware. The State Board for Voca- 
tional Education, Trades and Industries, 
co-operating with the Delaware Volunteer 
Firemen’s Association, has issued a series 
of interesting teaching outlines for use by 
fire departments in studying some seven- 
teen different fire-fighting jobs such as use 
of extinguishers, sources of water supply, 
handling and care of fire pumps, handling 
of hose lines, and the care of hose. G. A. 
Glyer, Co-ordinator of Firemen’s Training, 
State Board of Education, reports that the 
former 4-year course for firemen has been 
streamlined to form a 10-lesson course for 
new volunteer firemen. A 12-hour teacher- 
training follow-up course was held for 
certified fire instructors. Dan Dougherty, 
of Five Points Fire Co., Richardson Park; 
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Cartoon by Jay Irving 


Kilbert. Bailey, of Laurel; Frank O’Neal, 
of Harrington; Walter Hubert, of Fort 
Dupont, Delaware City; and W. H. Brit- 
tingham, Jr., of Lewis, are state fire 
instructors. 


Illinois. The entire state, outside the 
Chicago metropolitan area, was covered in 
1942 by district training schools under the 
OCD plan. Basie and advanced courses 
were given in each of the 35 districts of 
the state. Regular firemen, who had been 
selected to train the auxiliary firemen in 
their home communities, attended these 
courses. Schools were also conducted at 
two army air bases. The total enrollment 
for all schools was 4,254 men. Thomas R. 
Brooks, of Clinton, and John E. Hutchins, 
of Macomb, are the state fire service in- 
structors. These men have been instruct- 
ing fire departments at Army Ordnance 
plants in the state. They have also been 
inspecting equipment and training fire 
brigades at state institutions and, in addi- 
tion, last year made 89 film showings to 
17,710 persons. The 1943 Fire College is 
to be held at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana, June 8-11. 

In addition to the above, Director L. H. 
Provine of the Illinois Fire College reports 
that the rural fire protection program 
being carried out by the state has been 
organized in 48 counties with 4,878 school 
district fire wardens appointed. Training 
schools have been held in many of the 
counties and 30 of the counties are teach- 
ing fire prevention. The Illinois State 
Council of Defense has issued a “School 
District Rural Fire Wardens’ Manual.” 


Indiana. The annual fire school will 
be held at Purdue University, at Lafayette, 
according to Emmett T. Cox, Assistant 
Director, Indiana Fire Service Training 
Schools. In addition, ten regional fire 
schools are to be held beginning next 
October. Four fire instructor training con- 
ferences have been held since September 
lst with 60 firemen certified as instructors. 
Five training conferences were scheduled 
for April and May for fire department, 
industrial, and explosives plant fire in- 
structors. Francis Hartman of Lawrence 
is state fire instructor. 


Iowa. A series of seventeen Fire De- 
partment Instructor Training Schools has 





“You've all heard that ‘where there's smoke, 
there's fire.’ Now that's tre, of course” 
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been completed with 514 men in attend- 
ance representing 154 fire departments 
Host departments and enrollments were 
as follows: 


En 
Towns Dates rollment 

Eldora Nov. 30-Dec. 4, 1942 13 
Spencer Nov. 30-Dec. 4, 1942 20 
Fort Dodge December 7-11, 1942 ” 
Oelwein December 7-11, 1942 20 
Iowa City December 14-18, 1942 15 
Grinnell January 4-8, 1943 Is 
Marcus January 4-8, 1943 32 
Ottumwa January 11-15, 1943 17 
Denison January 11-15, 1943 55 
Boone January 18-22, 1943 19 
Guthrie Center January 18-22, 1943 38 
Charles City January 25-29, 1943 31 
Mt. Pleasant January 25-29, 1943 23 
Chariton February 1-5, 1943 29 
Red Oak February 1-5, 1943 66 
Davenport February 8-12, 1943 67 
Maquoketa February 8-12, 1943 40 


Leadership of the Instructor Training 
Schools has been in the hands of Chief 
H. F. Hemphill of Marshalltown and 
Chief E. E. McCallum of Eagle Grove 
The schools are reported to have been in- 
tensely interesting and practical. 


Kansas. Mr. E. J. Stewart, Kansas 
lire School Committee, reports that 36 
men have received instructor’s certificates 
in 5 fire department instructor training 
conferences held since last September Ist 
Consideration is being given to advancing 
the date of the annual fire school at the 
University of Kansas to the last week in 
May. 


Kentucky. Captain V. A. Beam re- 
ports that the annual fire school will be 
conducted in connection with the Ken- 
tucky Firemen’s Association meeting at 
Owensboro, August 24-27. During Febru- 
ary a 30-hour instructor training course 
was held at Paducah and 26 men were 
certified as instructors. Three cities are 
conducting classes in western Kentucky 
under firemen who graduated from the 
Paducah training course. The firemen’s 
training texts prepared at Oklahoma 
A. & M. College are now being used. It is 
planned to hold three more instructor- 
training conferences for the benefit of 
departments in the northern, central, and 
eastern parts of the state. Captain F. H 
Slavin of Lebanon is State Fire Instructor 
assisting Captain V. A. Beam, who is 
Teacher-Coordinator for Firemen’s Train- 
ing. 
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Maine. Two fire instructor training 
institutes were held in April, one at the 
University of Maine, Orono, and the other 
at the central fire station in Lewiston. 
Instructors were Robert Ashman, Forestry 
Department, University of Maine, a gradu- 
ate of the fire instructor training course 
at Purdue University, and Lieut. James 
Cowan, Bangor Fire Department, a gradu- 
ate of the fire instructor training course at 
Pennsylvania State College. These courses 
will be followed by schools in practical fire 
fighting technique. 


Maryland. A fire department officers’ 
conference is scheduled for September 4-5, 
at Baltimore. Instructor training con- 
ferences are to be held at Mt. Rainier, 
(Annapolis, Tacoma Park, Pikesville, Hag- 
erstown, Westminster, Frederick, Frost- 
burg, Salisbury, Snow Hill, Easton, and 
Elkton. Dates have not been announced 
Thomas G. Basil of Annapolis, Curtis C. 
Larrimore of Easton, and Simon Clopper 
of Smithsburg are serving as field in- 
structors 


Massachusetts. John J. Lusk, As- 
sistant Supervisor, State Division of Voca- 
tional Education, reports that firemen’s 
training courses were scheduled for April 
at Everett and Maynard and a course had 
been completed at Greenfield. Four in- 
structors’ conferences have been held at 
Brookline and additional conferences are 
contemplated. Lieut. Ward G. Whalen of 
Pittsfield and M. J. Manning of Milton 
have been serving as field instructors. A 
new short unit outline of teacher training 
was prepared for instructors of auxiliary 
fire departments. 


Michigan. Director Herbert A. Olson, 
of the Michigan Municipal League, reports 
that Mr. James W. Parry, who for a num- 
ber of years assisted in the organization of 
firemen’s training programs in that state, 
has resigned his position as State Super- 
visor of Public Service Training. A suc- 
cessor has not yet been appointed to take 
charge of the firemen’s training work and 
other duties formerly performed by Mr. 
Parry. The annual fire schocl will be held 
July 13-16 at University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor. 


Mississippi. R. H. Tucker, Chief En- 
gineer, Mississippi State Rating Bureau, 
reports that three-day drill schools have 
been held or are scheduled for a total of 
36 municipal and 2 Army fire departments 
as listed below. These schools, under the 
direction of the following itinerant in- 
structors, have the co-operation of the 
State Department for Vocational Educa- 
tion: Chief J. H. Hoseman, Vicksburg; 
Captain J. E. Terry, Meridian; and C. H. 
Whitaker of Jackson. 


Locations of schools: 


February 1, 2, 3 (Days), Gulfport; February 3, 4, 
5 (Nights), Pascagoula; February 8, 9, 10 (Days), 
Hattiesburg; February 11, 12, 13 (Days), Laurel; 
February 15, 16, 17 (Days), Biloxi; February 17, 
18, 19 (Nights), Pass Christian; February 22, 23, 
24 (Days), Columbus; February 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
27 (Days), Miss. Ordnance Plant (Flora); February 
24, 25, 26 (Nights), West Point; March 1, 2, 3 
(Days), Greenville; March 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 (Days), 
Mer lian; March 3, 4, 5 (Nights), Leland; March 4, 
5 ights), Winona; March 8, 9, 10 (Nights), 
McComb; March 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 (Days), Gulf 
Ordnance Plant (Aberdeen); March 11, 12 (Nights), 
Colimbia; March 1, 11, 12 (Nights), Aberdeen; 
March 15, 16 17 (Nights), Brookhaven; March 15, 
16, |7 (Nights), Okolona; March 15, 16, 17 (Nights), 
Port Gibson; March 18, 19 (Nights), Hazlehurst; 
March 18, 19 (Nights), Starkville; March 22, 23, 
24 (Nights), Indianola; March 22, 23, 24 (Nights), 
Amory; March 25, 26 (Nights), Kosciusko; March 
25, Nights), Ruleville; March 29, 30, 31(Nights), 
Corinth; April 1, 2 (Nights), New Albany; April 5, 
6, Days), Clarksdale; April 5, 6, 7 (Nights), 
Oxiord; April 7, 8, 9 (Nights), Cleveland; April 8, 
9 (Nights), Water Valley; April 19, 20, 21 (Nights), 
Phi adelphia; April 19, 20, 21 (Nights), Rolling 


Fork; April 22, 23 (Nights), Louisville; April 26, 
27, 28 (Nights), Canton; May 3, 4, 5 (Days), 


~ 


Yazoo City; and May 5, 6, 7 (Nights), Belzoni. 


Missouri. A series of Instructor Train- 
ing Schools for Firemen were held in Mis- 
souri during March and April under the 
auspices of the State Council of Defense 
and the State Department of Public 
Instruction 

Eight representatives from Missouri 
attended the OCD Instructor Training 
and Leadership School at Stillwater in 
November. These Fire Department Of- 
ficers are serving as instructors at the 30- 
hour instructor training courses in their 
respective districts. 

The schedule of schools was as follows: 


March 8-12, Kansas City, Dist. Chief Martin T. 
Gaffey 

March 15-19, Carthage, Chief Joseph L. Matchael 

March 22-26, Chillicothe, Chief Earl E. Bowen 

March 20—April 2, Cape Girardeau, Chief Carl 
Lewis 

April 5-9, Columbia, Chief T. M. Walden 


An earlier school was completed in St. 
Louis County with 17 fire department 
representatives attending. Vernon O. 
Karsnick of Kirkwood served as_ In- 
structor. An additional school is planned 
at a later date 

In December, Missouri became one of 
the more than a dozen states that have 
adopted the fire service training texts avail- 
able from Oklahoma A. & M. College as 
official for the state, following endorsement 
by several leading fire service organizations. 
Missouri fire departments desiring copies 
of the texts can obtain them at a cost of 
thirty cents each by writing Capt. W. Bush 
Walden, Firemenship Training, State De- 
partment of Education, Jefferson City 


Minnesota. Deputy Commissioner 
Leonard C. Lund, Fire Marshal Division, 
reports that the Northwest Fire School 
will be held May 17-19 at the Public 
Safety Building, St. Paul, with Chief. 
Wm. Sudieth as President. For the past 
two years this school has been sponsored 
by the State Fire Marshal’s office. An 
enrollment 1,000 to 1,200 volunteer and 





auxiliary firemen is anticipated. The 
school will be devoted to basic training 
and will feature contests between the re- 
gional fire associations of the state. Dates 
for two of the ten regional fire schools for 
1943 have been set. These are the United 
Fire Fighters School at Chaska on July 
25th, and the S. E. Regional Association 
School at Austin on August 15th 


Nebraska. Eighteen regional fire schools 
were scheduled for March and April at the 
following locations: Nebraska City, Bea- 
trice, Red Cloud, Holdredge, McCook, 
North Platte, Scottsbluff (3 schools), 
Chadron, Stuart, Norfolk, Columbus, F're- 
mont, Ord, and Grand Island (3 schools 


Nevada. Donald C. Cameron, State 
Supervisor of Trade and Industrial Edu- 
cation, reports that two of the former fire 
service instructors have been lost to the 
Federal service. This has handicapped at- 
tempts to continue the itinerant field work 
in firemen’s training for the present 


New Jersey. Chief George P. Lasher 
of Edgewater reports an active program of 
firemen’s training in Bergen County with 
annual sessions of the Edgewater Fire Col- 
lege and Drill School operating from 
February 8th to March 29th. Two-hour 
sessions were held on Monday and Thurs- 
day evenings with the following program: 


General Training: 
Explosive Fire Bombs 
War Gas Bombs 
Tests for Firemen, Wardens, and Civilians 
Blackout Driving 
Basic Training: 
Fire Extinguishers 
Nozzles and Fire Streams 
Ladders, Ropes and Knots 
Minor Equipment and Rescue 
Salvage 
Exposures, Overhauling 
Advanced Training: 
Department and Building Inspections 
Records and Reports 
Automatic Sprinklers 
Control and Extinguishment of Fires 
Building Fires and Special Fires 


Please continue on page 14 





St. Louis Star-Times photo 


A few moments after the picture on the front cover of VOLUNTEER FIREMEN was 

taken Chief Joseph W. Morgan of St. Louis was buried under the pile of bricks and 

hot debris shown above. Firemen dug their brave chief out as quickly as possible, 
but he was dead upon arrival at City Hospital. 
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Keporting Theat big Fire 


The following fire report describing a fatal hotel fire at Hobbs, New Mexico, and 
prepared by Chief Dan E. Lake, of the Hobbs Volunteer Fire Department, has been 
selected from among a number of reports recently received by the N.F.P.A. as an example 
of a good narrative account of a fire which was of major importance in the community 
where it occurred. This report is typical of the straight-forward written account of a 
fire that should supplement the usual entries on a fire report blank or fire record book. 


The original report has been condensed slightly for publication. 


N Tuesday morning, February 2, 

1943, at 2:00 a.m., the fire department 
received a call from the Worth Hotel, stat- 
ing that the hotel was on fire and to “come 
quick.”’ A general alarm was sounded with 
the siren atop the fire department building 
and one truck with one paid man and the 
volunteers who sleep in the fire station, 
responded immediately. The chief was at 
home and received the call at the same 
time. Upon arrival at the scene the fire 
was already burning through to the second 
floor and was rapidly spreading to other 
sections of the lower floor. A 24-inch line 
was immediately laid and the pumper was 
hooked up to the hydrant. By this time 
another alarm had been sounded and one 
more pumper responded, laying a 24-inch 
line with two 114-inch leaders. A call was 
then put through to the fire department at 
the Hobbs Advanced Army Flying School. 
They received the call at 2:20 a.m., made 
a run of seven miles and at 2:35 a.M. were 
putting water on the blaze. This company 
laid two 21-inch lines with large tips. 
Everything possible was done to control 
the fire and to protect frame buildings 
across the alley which was on the north 
side of this building. 


Construction and Occupancy 

The hotel block was constructed in 1930. 
It was a two-story structure approxi- 
mately 130 feet long and 75 feet wide. 
Walls were of brick and tile with wood and 
steel beams for supports. It was poorly 
constructed from the standpoint of fire 
protection or for fighting a fire if one oc- 
curred. The inside of the building was 
constructed of wood and composition wall 
board. Some parts of the building had 
plywood for walls and ceilings. All the ma- 





Grocery 


Display Racks 


Plan not to scale 


WEST BROADWAY AVE. 





Volunteer Firemen for May 1943 


terials were very dry and burned rapidly. 

On the ground floor, the front part of 
the building was occupied by a retail gro 
cery and market, the hotel lobby, a bar- 
room and liquor storage room, and an in- 
surance agency. The entire second floor 
was given over to hotel rooms and was 
reached by an open stairway from the 
hotel lobby. A wooden stairway on the 
outside of the building at the rear was 
used for a fire escape. However, the open- 
ing, which led to the second floor, was just 
a window and half of this window was 
used as an opening for an air conditioning 
unit. 

All floors were constructed of wood and 
there was heavy carpet on the hall floors 
and in some of the rooms. The grocery 
store used wooden fixtures throughout and 
their storage room was filled with cartons 
of groceries. There was a large cold storage 
box for keeping meats. The hotel bar was 
well furnished and had excellent cooling 
equipment for their bottled beer and other 
cold drinks. A large stock of whiskey was 
on display. Booths had imitation leather 
backs and seats. Adjoining the bar there 
was a storeroom which had an unusually 
large stock of beer and whiskey. The latter 
proved to be excellent fuel for spreading 
the fire. 


Origin and Cause 
The fire evidently started in a small hall 
immediately behind the hotel lobby and 
bar-room on the ground floor. It is our 
opinion that either a cigarette stub in a 
trash box or possibly a cigarette thrown in 
a corner of the bar-room started the fire. 
There is also a remote possibility that a gas 
heating stove, near the back wall of the 

bar-room, was not turned out. 
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Discovery of Fire 

Inasmuch as our city does not have « 
fire-alarm-box system we must rely on th 
telephone for all fire calls. At approxi- 
mately 1:50 a.M. a man, who was occupy- 
ing a room on the second floor, got up to 
go to the men’s room. As he stepped into 
the hall he smelled smoke and began a 
search of his own room. He then went to 
the rest room and when he returned he 
still smelled smoke so he slipped on his 
trousers and shoes. As he sat on the bed 
putting on his shoes he noticed a little 
smoke coming through the closet of his 
room. He hurried down to the lower floor 
where he found the porter cleaning the 
lobby. He asked what was on fire and the 
porter replied that he did not know but 
they would take a look around. They 
opened the door from the lobby to the rear 
hallway and the flames met them. The 
porter slammed the door shut and the two 
ran upstairs to give the alarm to the other 
occupants. While the porter was waking 
the occupants the other man came back 
down with a 214-gallon extinguisher and 
attempted to put out the fire, without suc- 
cess. The manager of the hotel called the 
fire department. 


Spread of Fire 

Immediately upon arrival at the fire the 
chief made a hasty survey of the situation. 
He was unable to gain access through the 
rear hallway, due to the intense heat and 
smoke. It appeared that the fire was 
travelling toward the rear of the stairway 
leading from the lobby to the second floor, 
and that the fire had already extended into 
rooms on the second floor near the center 
part of the building. 

The fire was already burning in the bar- 
room. You could tell every time a bottle 
of whiskey would explode as a flame would 
spread out with a small explosion. This 
spread the fire very rapidly and in a few 
moments it had burned through a parti- 
tion wall into the whiskey and beer storage 
room and also into the hotel lobby. This 
appeared to be one instance where water 
thrown on the flames tended to spread 
them rather than to extinguish the fire. 

A cold wind and heavy mist accom- 
panied the fire. The wind was enough to 
fan the flames and made it appear that it 
would be impossible to save the entire city 
block. 
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How The Fire Was Checked 

The City of Hobbs is an “oil boom’’ 
town and is only about fourteen years old. 
The older buildings are all of wood with 
the exception of a few with brick or tile 
walls. The principal thing that confined 
this fire to one building was that on the 
west an excellent fire wall had been con- 
structed and this wall extended a con- 
siderable distance above the roof of the 
burned structure. There was nothing in- 
side the building such as fire doors, fire 
walls, or fire stops to stop a fire, hence it 
burned rapidly. The owner has always 
been very co-operative with the fire de- 
partment in keeping the premises clean 
and the tenants also kept everything as 
clean as possible, 


Hose Streams and Water Supply 

Three engine companies battled the fire 
for approximately seven hours. However, 
it was necessary to keep wetting down the 
smouldering ruins for several days there- 
after, due to the large amount of com- 
bustible material burned in the debris. 

The 2!4-inch lines laid by the Army fire 
department employed 114- and 1%-inch 
tips. The 14-inch lines used were equipped 
with fog nozzles. The other lines had tips 
varying from 7%-inch to 11-inch. During 
the time the blaze was fought 980,000 gal- 
lons of water were pumped into the build- 
ing, according to the records of the Hobbs 
Water Co. The water was supplied to the 
pumpers from two overhead storage tanks 
with a combined capacity of 300,000 gal- 
lons. Three wells were being pumped at 
full capacity while the fire was at its height 
and sufficient water was always available 
at a hydrant pressure of 45 pounds. Map 
of city water system is shown at right. 


Loss of Life 

The most regrettable thing which hap- 
pened was the loss of two lives during the 
conflagration. One was Lieut. Harlan 
Johnston, who, with his wife, escaped from 
the building and later he returned to get 
his wife’s fur coat. He managed to get 
into his room by entering through an out- 
side window on the second floor after 
climbing up a street light pole to an awn- 
ing extending along the side of the build- 
ing. Immediately, upon seeing him enter, 
the military and civilian police went after 
him. However, he succeeded in getting 
into his room before they could stop him. 
Policemen went in after him and found 
him on the floor. He was dead upon being 
brought out. An autopsy revealed that he 
had died almost instantly of carbon mon- 
oxi: and smoke. 

Tie other casualty was Staff Sergeant 
Tal uda. He was staying at the hotel 
whi! on leave. In all probability he never 
kne.. anything about the fire for when our 
att: tion was called to the possibility of a 
pers n being in this room, the flames were 
alre ly coming out of the windows. It 
was .everal days before it was possible to 
ide: ify the body. 





Plan to Attend the Volunteer Firemen’s Forum 
1943 N.F.P.A. Annual Meeting 
Palmer House, Chicago, Tuesday, May 11th 


VOLUNTEER FIREMEN’S FORUM, 9:30 A.M. 
Vice-President Richard E. Vernor presiding 


Recent Developments in Fire Defense 
Jack Mason, Chief Fire Defense Section, OCD, Washington 


Salvage Hints for Volunteer Fire Departments - ; 
Chief Harry K. Rogers, Fire Prevention Department, Western Acturial Bureau 


Training Volunteer Fire Departments 
Lt. Harry Wolff, Chicago Fire Department 


Round Table Discussion 
Also Tuesday 


MUNICIPAL FIRE PROTECTION AND CIVILIAN DEFENSE FORUM, 2:15 P.M. 


George W. Elliott presiding 
The Fire Protection Activities of the U. S. Office of Civilian Defense 
Address by Major General Ulysses S. Grant, 3d 


Problems of Fire Department Operation in Wartime 
Address by Peter Steinkellner, Chief, Milwaukee Fire Department 


Manpower and the Fire Service : io i i 
Address by George Richardson, Secretary, International Association of Fire Fighters 


Fighting Airplane Crash Fires 
Address by A. C. Maher, Washington National Airport 


MOTION PICTURE PROGRAM 8:15 P.M. 


A selection of the new technical and educational fire protection films developed during the 


past year, presented by the Committee on Visual Education, R. E. Vernor, Chairman. 


Firemen welcome at all regular sessions. Write for a free copy of complete pro 
gram for full four-days of sessions on vital wartime fire protection, May 10-13 





Knowing the water system is an important part of any big fire fighting job, Chief 
Dan E. Lake, of Hobbs, sent in a map of the local water system showing the loca- 
tions of the hydrants used in fighting the fatal fire in the Worth Hotel block. It may 
be noted that while many of the hydrants in the city are on small dead-end mains 
the hydrants used were on two mains which are looped to bring water to the fire 
from two directions. Nevertheless, an even more effective water supply would have 
been available had the 8-inch main from the city standpipes been extended further 


south and tied-in with the mains in the business district. 
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MAKING A 
GOOD 


JOB OF IT 


BY WARREN Y. KIMBALL 





GETTING TO WORK AT 
THE FIRE GROUND 


HEN apparatus, responding to an 
alarm, approaches the fire grounds it 
is a matter of importance that the operator 
of each truck have some idea as to where he 
should place his machine in order to facil- 
itate the job of quickly getting hose lines 
into operation and getting ladders placed. 
This is one of the many situations in the 
fire-fighting job where some sort of general 
good practice rules may prove helpful. 
Where there is only one fire truck an- 
swering an alarm, and volunteer firemen 
and spectators are thoughtful enough to 
park their private cars where they will not 
be in the way of the apparatus, the fire 
truck driver may rightly conclude that he 
has the entire street to himself. Such is 
seldom the case, however. Fires, although 
in the nature of community affairs, are not 
always staged on broad avenues where 
there is abundant room for maneuvering 
fire apparatus. Accordingly, it is impor- 
tant that each fire truck be placed in an 
intelligent manner so that it may be used 
to fullest advantage without interfering 
with the operation of other equipment 
that may be of equal importance. 
Standard practice calls for the first 
pumper or hose company arriving at a fire 
to lay out a precautionary line and be 
ready to go to work. As this line is usually 
kept dry until a signal is given for water 
there is not much time lost in picking up 
the hose if it is not needed. At the same 
time there will be no delay if a big line is 
needed. There is an old saying among fire 
fighters that ‘“‘when approaching a fire it is 
a bad practice to pass the last hydrant 
without making a connection if the fire is 
located at a distance down a dead-end 
street.”’ Frequently, when the first com- 
pany to arrive has turned into a dead-end 
street, with the assumption that only a 
booster line will be needed, they have 
found that the fire has progressed to such 
an extent that a big line is wanted. How- 
ever, by this time other vehicles often have 
pulled into the street making it impossible 
to get the apparatus back to the hydrant. 
Such a situation may make it necessary to 
stretch hose for a long distance back to the 
hydrant by hand. It is not uncommon, in 
such cases, for the fire department to lose 
the building before effective streams can 
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Proper placement of apparatus at fire facilitates a good fire-fighting job. An effort 

should be made to keep the front of the burning building free of apparatus to permit 

ready hose and ladder work. Care must be taken to place each machine where it 
will not hinder the removal of hose or ladders from other trucks. 


be placed in operation. It is better to lay 
out hose when approaching the fire and 
pick it up unused than to want a line and 
then find that access to the hydrant has 
been blocked. 

In all well-run departments it is con- 
sidered important for members of engine 
and hose companies to know the locations 
of the hydrants in their district. Such 
knowledge will greatly help in the effective 
placement of apparatus at the fire ground. 

When the hose is being laid by the fire 
truck the lines should be run as closely to 
the curb or side of the road as is conven- 
iently possible. Where lines are “‘spilled’”’ 
down the center of the road there can be 
little doubt that the hose will be run over 
by later arriving apparatus, with possible 
damage to both hose and couplings. If the 
hydrant used is on the opposite side of the 
street from the fire the hose is usually laid 
on that side of the street until a point near 
the fire is reached and then the line crosses 
the street approximately in front of the fire. 

When a truck is stopped at a fire for the 
purpose of unloading the hose, it is well to 
stop the truck a few feet beyond the front 
of the building so that the hose, when re- 
moved from the apparatus, will be in a 
convenient position for extension of lines 
to the fire. No other piece of apparatus 
should pull up within twenty-five feet of 
the rear of a piece of hose-carrying ap- 
paratus, which has not yet been unloaded, 
as that much space is needed to permit 
advantageous handling of the hose when 
running lines. 


OME fire departments make it a rule 

that pumpers cannot be connected to 
a hydrant located directly in front of a fire 
provided some other hydrant is available 
within a reasonable distance. The obvious 
reason for such a rule is that to place a 
pumper directly in front of the fire, par- 
ticularly on a narrow street, prevents effec- 
tive use of ladders and hose and may ma- 
terially hinder rescue operations. Also, 
should the fire spread or a wall fall the 
pumper might be destroyed before it could 
be removed. There is usually no objection 
to using a hydrant directly in front of the 
building for supplying lines at hydrant 
pressure, provided the pressure is adequate 
for that purpose. 


Where an aerial ladder truck is to be 
used it is of more than usual importance 
that room be left in front of the fire to 
allow placing of the truck where the ladder 
ean be used to best advantage and the 
ladder raised at a proper angle. It is also 
important that a space of at least fifty feet 
be left clear to the rear of every ladder 
truck parked at a fire so that additional 
ladders may be removed as needed with- 
out having to move several other pieces of 
apparatus. Some years ago several lives 
were lost in an apartment-house fire be- 
cause at the time firemen learned that oc- 
cupants were trapped, several other pieces 
of apparatus were parked close behind the 
ladder truck, making it impossible to get 
the long ladders off the truck in time to 
save the trapped persons. 

Service type ladder trucks should pre- 


ferably be parked beyond the fire building 


on the opposite side of the street where 
they will be out of the way. Drivers of 
ladder trucks should be careful not to park 
where they will prevent pumpers and hose 
trucks from making hydrant connections. 

When fire companies arrive at a fire 
where other companies are already at 
work the best practice is for the apparatus 
to stop near a hydrant to which connec- 
tion might be made. The company officer 
runs ahead to report to the chief in com- 
mand at the fire. If the chief desires the 
company to lay additional lines of hose 
they will be in a position to do so without 
delay. Otherwise they may be instructed 
to stretch lines from some pumper already 
at work nearer the fire, to assist another 
company already at work, or to stand by 
with their apparatus while awaiting orders. 

When calling additional apparatus to a 
fire it is considered good practice to give 
the company instructions as to just where 
they are wanted. At large fires it may be 
important that later arriving companies 
approach the fire grounds from a different 
direction in order to make the most effec- 
tive attack on the fire or to protect exposed 
property. Where the signal is given from a 
fire alarm box at a definite location, it is 
the duty of the fire company unit to re- 
spond “to the box” and not just go to 
where they think they can work most ad- 
vantageously. Where there is no box some 
definite location would be designated as 
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the point to which the apparatus will re- 
spond. It is the responsibility of the man 
in charge of the fire to see that some officer 
or aide meets each fire company and gives 
them instructions as to where they are to 
work and the duty they are to perform. 


FTER arrival at a fire, company mem- 

bers should stand by their respective 
apparatus until ordered to perform a spe- 
cific duty by their own officer or an officer 
of higher rank. Persons whose property is 
afire do not relish having a host of men 
with axes, plaster hooks and other tools, 
tramp through their property needlessly. 
Much valuable property has been dam- 
aged or destroyed by such thoughtlessness. 
Where no fire is showing the proper pro- 
cedure insisted upon by well-run depart- 
ments is for the officer of the first company 
to arrive to enter the building with one 
man, taking a flashlight, an axe, and an 
extinguisher. Other members of the com- 
pany will extend the booster line or leader 
lines to the front door, ready to go to work 





if needed, having already made a precau- 
tionary connection to a hydrant. When 
fire companies are allowed to rush into a 
burning building as individuals, their 
effectiveness and teamwork is largely de- 
stroyed. When the officer in command 
wants a ladder crew or hose crew he should 
not have to hunt through a building look- 
ing for individual firemen to fill out a crew, 
The men should be near their apparatus, 
except when performing specific tasks 

Where volunteer firemen respond to a 
fire in their own cars their own conscience 
will, in many cases, be the only guide as to 
how near they may drive to the fire with- 
out being in the way of late arriving ap- 
paratus. In any case firemen’s cars should 
not be parked where they will interfere 
with the laying of hose between any nearby 
hydrant and the fire. 

It must always be remembered that few 
fire fighting rules can be treated in the na- 
ture of ‘The Law of the Medes and the 
Persians which altereth not.’’ The fore- 
going are merely good practice suggestions 
that have helped make for efficient opera- 
tion in a number of fire departments. 
Many local departments will want to make 
different regulations for their own opera- 
tions to meet local conditions. The main 
purpose of such rules will be to give each 
fire company the best possible chance to 
get to work without confusion. 








An alert fire company, when approach- 
ing the fire grounds, is always on the look- 
out for the unusual. For example, if a run- 
ning gasoline fire is encountered the ap- 
paratus would be stationed on higher 
ground so that the fire trucks and hose 
vould not be destroyed by the advancing 
ire. If fallen wires are encountered or 
Viere strong acids have been spilled in the 
‘et, care will be taken to stop the ap- 
atus a safe distance away, and it may 
idvisable to use the fire truck to estab- 
li-h a road block and keep other traffic at 
a -afe distance. 
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Specialists in Public Safety 
Vianufacturers of Emergency Signaling Syslems 


FIRE ALARM 
POLICE SIGNALING 
AIR RAID WARNING 

INDUSTRIAL FIRE ALARM | 
AUTOMATIC FIRE DETECTION | 
FIRE & WATCHMEN SUPERVISORY | 













































Two thousand municipalities, several thousand industrial plants and 
many of the largest institutions now use Gamewell Systems for the pro- | 


tection of life and property and to ensure the permanency of established 
business. 


We freely cooperate in planning protective Signaling Systems. 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS, MASSACHUSETTS 


COMPLETELY REVISED TEXT 


MUNICIPAL 
FIRE 
ADMINISTRATION 


Designed primarily for use in the 
practical correspondence course in 
Municipal Fire Administration, spon- 
sored by the International City Man- 
agers’ Association, this new text is of 
value to everyone interested in the 
direction or operation of a fire de- : : 
partment. This 600-page text on Municipal Fire 

Administration contains matter never before 

The problems of volunteer and im print. 
part-paid fire departments, includ- 
ing those of equipment, rural water 
supplies, mutual aid and county or- 
ganization, fire fighting tactics and 
strategy, are given attention. 


OUTLINE OF COURSE 


The Municipal Fire Problem. 

Fire Insurance Classification of Cities. 

Organization for Fire Protection 

Personnel Administration. 

Water Supply for Fire Service 

Department Buildings and Equipment. 

Distribution of Equipment and Personnel 

Fire Alarm Signaling Systems. 

The Technique of Fire Fighting. 

Legal Aspects of Fire Prevention. 

Work of Municipal and State Fire Prevention 
Agencies. 

Fire Investigation and Incendiarism. 

Records and Measurement of Results 


The text is furnished as part of the 
$35 fee covering the complete cost to 
a student of the course. This fee in- 
cludes the review and correction of 
lesson papers. In no way can men 
studying for promotion in a fire de- 
partment receive a more complete 
understanding of fire department oper- 
ations and administrative problems. 









Copies may also be obtained by 
persons not enrolling in the course at 
a cost of $7.50. 






















Institute for Training in Municipal Administration 
1313 East 60th St., Chicago, Ill. 
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by Installing a FEDERAL AIR RAID 


ALARM SYSTEM 


There is one positive answer to the prevention of hazardous 
“dead spots’’—install a FEDERAL Air Raid Alarm System—the 
System that makes use of a multiplicity of small electric sirens, 
closely spaced. 


This FEDERAL System is based on more than 40 years of siren 
engineering—on FEDERAL installations made in Europe and 
tested again and again under actual bombings. 

With this vast background of experience FEDERAL has been 
called upon to make many installations in America—installations 
that assure maximum protection at minimum cost. 






Vertical SHP.Siren 
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Vertical 2 HP.Siren 


Type B-9 Siren 
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Model G Siren 






A FEW TYPICAL INSTALLATIONS 







WRITE FOR BULLETIN! 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC CoO., Inc. 
PSST STA TL AE! . 


8717 So. State Street 
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SPRINKLERS 
“DISCOVER” FIRE 
AUTOMATICALLY 


They go into operation at once and 
continue to discharge water on the 
seat of the fire in the midst of smoke 
and heat where men with hose streams 
could not live. 


SPRINKLERS ARE THE 
FIREMAN’S CO-OPERATIVE 


Where there is an appreciable amount of combustible material 
—in the construction or contents of a building—automatic 
sprinkler protection should be provided. Sprinklers eliminate 
the chance of a serious fire developing. Remember, it’s YOUR 
life that may otherwise be risked combating the flames. 


AUTOMATIC SPRINKLERS 
Make Safe the War Weapons that Make America Strong 
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THE AUTOMATIC FIREMEN 





2035 WASHINGTON AVENUE, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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Indiana Adopts Law for 
Fire Department Mutual Aid 


HE Indiana State Legislature recentl) 
enacted a law legalizing mutual aid it 
the state. Previously firemen were un 
protected when they were called into othe: 
towns during an emergency. In the big 
flood of 1937, for example, many cities in 
northern Indiana sent firemen and equip- 
ment to help flooded communities in the 
southern part of the state. The cities, 
which sent this equipment, had no legal 
protection for men or equipment when 
they left their respective municipalities 
Many of the men were said to have placed 
their pension rights in jeopardy. 
House bill 410, as enacted, makes pro- 
vision for the following: 
1. Gives legal right to cities to set up mu- 
tual aid pacts, agreements or systems. 
2. Protects a city against liability while 
fighting fire in another municipality in 
the same manner that it is protected 
within its own municipality. 
3. Provides the 


immunities and 
privileges to fire-fighting forces while 
engaged in assistance to other cities 
that they enjoy in their own com- 
munity. 


same 


+. Protects firemen'’s compensation and 
pension rights. 

5. Makes provision for the city sending 
aid to recover for damage to equipment 
while on outside duty. 

The law had the backing of the State 
Municipal League, the firemen’s asso- 
ciations, and the State Fire Marshal 
Department. 


Texas Has Many 
Volunteer Departments 


HE Texas Board of Insurance Com- 
missioners has published its 1943 List 

of Cities and Towns in Texas with Fire 
Protection and Fire Record Data. The 
list, prepared by Chief Engineer George C. 
Hawley, of the Engineering Division, 
shows that Texas has some 486 fire depart- 
ments and 13,693 firemen. Of the fire 
departments 36 are full paid, 131 are part 
paid and part volunteer, and 319 are all 
volunteer. There are 10,798 volunteer 
firemen in the state. All the fire depart- 
ments in the 19 cities over 20,000 popula- 
tion are full paid. In the 25 cities of the 
state, with populations between 10,000 
and 20,000, 12 have full-paid departments, 
12 have part-paid departments, and 1 has 
an all-volunteer department. Of the 441 
fire departments in communities under 
10,000 population, 5 are full paid, 119 are 
part paid and 318 are entirely volunteer. 
According to the report there are 1,337 
pieces of fire apparatus in the state, of 
which 418 are operated by full-paid fire 
departments and 919 by volunteer or part- 
paid fire departments. The apparatus is 
distributed as follows: 333 pieces are 
operated by departments in cities of over 
20,000 population, 127 are located in cities 
of 10,000 to 20,000 population, and 877 
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fire trucks are in the 442 communities of 
less than 10,000 population. Thus the 
smaller departments average just under 2 
fire trucks each. In the larger cities, which 
have a total population of 1,845,551 per- 
sons, there is approximately 1.79 fire trucks 
for each 10,000 inhabitants. In the cities 
of from 10,000 to 20,000 population there 
are 3.83 fire trucks per 10,000 inhabitants. 


Capt. F. Lester Smith, Head of 
Maryland Volunteers, Dies 


Ieteure F. Lester Smith, 65, presi- 
dent of the Maryland State Firemen’s 
Association, died on April 5th, after a 
month’s illness. He was named president 
of the firemen’s organization during the 
annual convention in Frederick last June 
The honor climaxed long service as a vol- 
unteer fireman and deputy state fire 
marshal for the Frederick area. For three 
years he had been president of the Citizen’s 
Truck Company in Frederick and was the 
first president of the Frederick County 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association. 

As a former National Guard officer, 
Captain Smith was winner of a citation for 
gallantry in France during the first World 
War. 


West Virginia Chief Reports 
Training Program Helpful 


IRE Chief W. H. Moxley, of Princeton, 

W. Va. (population 7,426), reports 
“In recent years our department has 
modernized its fire fighting tactics to such 
an extent that we never receive anything 
but praise for the efficient way we take 
care of a fire. This is largely to be credited 
to the firemen’s extension courses from 
West Virginia University.” 

Chief Moxley addes, ‘“‘We plan to organ- 
ize a volunteer fire company of 12 men to 
assist the regular paid firemen. These men 
will be given a course in fire fighting, 
rescue, salvage, and first aid. The ma- 
terial for this course was furnished by the 
Firemen’s Extension School, West Vir- 
ginia University. 

“We recently constructed an office, 
alarm room, and quarters for the night 
firemen, in one side of our station. This is 
proving to be a great improvement because 
the night men are right in the station with 
no steps or poles to come down, which 
saves time in getting ready to go. We in- 
stalled an alarm telephone with two large 
belis. This phone is only used to report a 
fire. This is a real time-saver, because 
when the gongs ring every fireman takes 
his position and as scon as the alarm is 
reccived we are on our way. 

We want to build a 300-gallon booster 
tan < on a late model chassis and mount all 
of t!:e equipment off our 1922 Reo pumper 
on the new truck. This would provide 
pro ection to buildings where no water 
su; ply was available. It could also be 
ust 1 to great advantage in our city, as 
abi it 75 per cent of our fires are taken 
car of with the boosters.” 






Type “Y” 
Pacific Pumper 


Has Everything a Portable Pumper 





































Should Have 


—to guarantee dependable serv- 
ice under any and all conditions 
—built-in stamina, ample power, 
maximum pumping capacity. 


We recommend Type “Y” as 
the best all-purpose pumping unit 
for forest fire control; for fire pro- 
tection in communities, resorts, on 









Portable Pumper Folder. 
POU irccenctecaistcs 
STREET........ 


CITY AND STATE.. 


PACIFIC MARINE SUPPLY COMPANY, Seattle, Washington. 
Please send me a copy of “Fight Fire with Water” and a copy of your 
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estates; for protecting rights of 
way, bridges, trestles, snow- 
sheds, as well as other types of © 


property. 


This unit has been proved by 
many governmental agencies and 
field tested by hundreds of other 
users. 


























**Fight Fire With Water’’— now 
in its third printing—more than 
20,000 distributed. 








Continued from page 7. 


Students in these classes represented 
eight neighboring towns in Bergen County 
as well as visitors from other towns. The 
average class attendance was between 90 
and 100 students with a total registration 
of 185, not including local firemen. Many 
of the students in turn instructed regular 
and auxiliary firemen in their home com- 
munities. For example, Chief Barney 
Hassler of Fort Lee is giving the full course 
to 140 of his volunteer firemen as well as to 
a like number of auxiliaries. Capt. Walter 
Bauer of Ridgefield Park is instructing 20 
regular and 10 auxiliary firemen in his 
company. They are, in turn, lecturing to 
75 auxilaries in the community. George 
Ahrens of Teaneck is giving the lessons to 
his auxiliaries in weekly sessions conducted 
throughout the year. Captain Truslowe of 
Englewood advises that they are holding 
two-hour class periods each week for 125 
auxiliary firemen. Chief Walsh of Hack- 
ensack reported that they graduated 208 
students from a 50-hour training course 
which is being followed up by two hours of 
training each month. Other departments 
reportedly are doing similar training work 

Battalion Chief William B. Plaskett, 
President, The New Jersey State Fire 
School Council, reports that the monthly 
meetings of the council are now mainly 
devoted to problems relative to the organ- 
ization of the defense areas into which the 
state has been divided under a proclama- 
tion recently issued by the Governor. 
However, three firemen’s training schools 
are running in Burlington, Gloucester, and 
Salem Counties. Plans are being made for 
two additional schools. Each school starts 
with an enrollment of about fifty men. 


New Hampshire. ‘The State Board of 
Education reports that no training courses 
for firemen are contemplated at this time 
other than those planned by the State 
Office of Civilian Defense. 


North Carolina. State Fire Marshal 
Sherwood Brockwell, Chairman of the Fire 
College and Drill School Committee, re- 
ports that while the date of the annual fire 
college has not been determined it will be 
held at either Charlotte or Wilmington 
during the last week in May or the first 
week in June. Regional schools operating 
on a year-round basis at Asheville, Wil- 
mington, Durham, and Charlotte now in- 
clude a school at Greenville where a new 
drill tower was to be dedicated during 
April. North Carolina was the first state 
to have a state-wide firemen’s training 
program, having organized it’s Fire College 
and Drill School Committee in 1914. The 
present committee members, in addition 
to Fire Marshal Brockwell, are J. C. Fitz- 
gerald of Asheville; J. L. Croom of Wil- 
mington; A. Y. Cottrell of Lenoir; C. L. 
Burkett of Salisbury; and E. M. Salley of 
Enka, who is now serving with the armed 
forces. The fire department drillmasters 
of Asheville, Charlotte, Durham, and 
Raleigh also assist in conducting the train- 
ing program. 


Ohio. State fire service instructors 
have been actively helping the war effort. 
Recently a course of training was con- 
ducted at a number of government ope- 
rated arsenals in the state, according to 
Chief Walter T. Banning, Chief Fire In- 
structor. A request has also been made to 
Kent State University, by the regional 
office of OCD, for a teacher training course 
to be conducted by the state’s fire instruc- 
tors. This and other contemplated training 
work will await completion of the present 
training work at Government properties. 
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Oregon. A letter from E. A. Taylor, 
Chief Deputy State Fire Marshal, reports 
that no firemen’s training schools were 
conducted in 1942 and that nothing is 
known of plans for 1943 other than the 
regular annual fire college at Portland. 


Ontario. The regional firemen’s train- 
ing school] for eastern Ontario was sched- 
uled for April 29-30 at Queen’s University, 
Kingston. Another regional school for the 
western part of the province is to be held 
at the University of Western Ontario, 
May 27-28. 


Pennsylvania. ‘Tentative plans indi- 
cate that the Pennsylvania State Fire Col- 
lege may be held at Lewistown during 
August. The facilities at Pennsylvania 
State College where the Fire College has 
been held in previous years have been 
taken for military and naval schools. Since 
September Ist, five fire instructor training 
conferences have been held and 153 men 
certified as instructors. It is probable that 
an additional instructor training confer- 
ence will take place at Harrisburg during 
June, and another during the annual fire 
college conference in August. 


Rhode Island. Dr. George H. Baldwin, 
Assistant Director of Education, State 
Department of Education, is chairman of a 
committee which has formulated a state- 
wide program of classes in fire defense 
training. The committee’s report has been 
approved by the State Defense Council 
and the schedule of classes will be an- 
nounced in the near future. 


Texas. C. C. Hedges, Director, Fire- 
men’s Training School, announces that the 
annual fire school is to be held May 24-28, 
at Texas A. & M. College, College Station. 
Three courses are to be given: 1. General 
Basic Training for Firemen; 2. Fire De- 

artment Instructor Course; 3. Red Cross 
zay-Instructor First Aid Course. Chief 
Frank Williams, State Field Instructor, is 
continuing to visit departments through- 
out the state for the purpose of giving basic 
training. Texas is planning to co-operate 
with Arkansas in the publication of a new 
training manual. 


Vermont. John S. Caldwell, Fire De- 
fense Advisor for OCD Region 1, reports 
that a state fire school was scheduled for 
March 22-26 at Montpelier under the di- 
rection of John E. Nelson, State Director 
of Vocational Education. Deputy Chief 
Arnold of St. Johnsbury and Captain 
Cioffi of St. Albans, both of whom at- 
tended the OCD regional fire school at 
Pennsylvania State College last fall, were 
instructors. 


Virginia. Harold I. Baumes, Executive 
Secretary, Virginia League of Munici- 
palities, reports that there are now two 
itinerant fire instructors employed by the 
State Division of Trade and Industrial 
Education, conducting fire training schools 
for both paid and volunteer fire depart- 
ments. It was expected that a third in- 
structor would be appointed. A 30-hour 
basic course is being given in each com- 
munity. Fifteen communities are given 
training by the instructors during each 
ten-week period. In addition, the regular 
zone school instructors in the principal 
cities are continuing to conduct refresher 
courses and courses for new men and 
auxiliary firemen. 


Washington. For the past year and a 
half Capt. J. R. Cook of the Seattle Fire 
Department has served as Trainer of Fire- 
men for the State Board for Vocational 





Education. Meetings have been held in 
547 towns and 17,696 men have been given 
training. Classes are held on three suc 
cessive evenings in the local high school- 


West Virginia. The annual fire colleg: 
is scheduled for July 26-31 at Morgan 
town. Since September Ist, two ingtructor 
training conferences were held at which 20) 
men were certified as instructors. Thre: 
additional conferences are scheduled fo: 
Clarksburg, Martinsburg, and Morgan 
town. At the present time 19 part-tim: 
instructors are conducting classes. 


Wisconsin. Mr. EF. L. Neff, State Co 
ordinator for Firemenship Training, re 
ports that district short courses for fire- 
men’s training were scheduled for Appleton, 
LaCross and Port Washington during 
April. Short courses were held at Eau 
Claire and at the Badger Ordnance Works 
during February. In addition, instructor 
training conferences are to be held at 
Green Bay during May, Milwaukee during 
June and at Madison in July. 


Wyoming. A thorough-going fire de 
fense training program has been arranged 
for the fire departments of Wyoming under 
the auspices of the State Defense Council 
and the Vocational Division of the State 
Department of Education, according to 
reports by Lindon J. Murphy, OCD Re- 
gional Fire Defense Advisor and Chief 
W. H. Pauley of Basin. 

The Wyoming representatives at the 
OCD Instructor Training and Leadership 
School at Stillwater, Oklahoma, are to 
serve as State Fire Department In- 
structors. Sam Hitcheock, State Director 
for Vocational Education, reports that 
Chief Maurice Kelliher of the Casper Fire 
Department has charge of the following 
schools: 









March 1-12 Sheridan June 7-18 Powell 
March 15-26 Clearmont June 28-July 9 Cody 
March 29-Apr.9 Gillette July 12-23 Basin 
April 19-30 Kaycee Aug. 2-13 Thermopolis 
May 3-14 Glenrock Aug. 16-27 Lander 
May 24-June 4 Lovell 


Capt. Alfred Nielson of the Laramie 
Fire Department is instructing at the fol- 
lowing schools: 


Feb. 22-Mar.5 Fort Laramie June 7-18 Afton 
March 8-19 Wheatland June 21-July 2 Cokeville 
Mar. 22-Apr.2 Guernsey July 12-23 Kemmerer 
Mar. 29-Apr. 9 Chugwater July 26-Aug. 6 Rock Springs 
April 12-23 Cheyenne Aug. 16-27 Rawlins 
May 3-14 Pinedale Aug. 30-Sept.10 

May 17-28 Big Piney Medicine Bow 


The courses will consist of 30 hours of 
training with three-hour sessions for ten 
evenings. 


Additional Items from the 7th OCD 
Region. According to a report, dated 
March ist, made by Lindon J. Murphy, 
Regional Fire Defense Advisor, the fire 
defense training program has made en- 
couraging advancement in the 7th Civilian 
Defense Region. Every state has shown 
increasing interest in the program and 
with one exception has made definite 
progress toward the goal of state-wide 
firemen training for the job of war-time 
fire fighting. 

Colorado has done considerable train- 
ing of auxiliary firemen and of others along 
civilian defense lines. The Fire Defense 
Training Program awaits fuller co-opera- 
tion of the interested agencies. 

North Dakota is pointing toward State 
and District Fire Schools which will be 
centered around the Fire Defense Program. 
South Dakota is likewise moving in this 
direction, though hampered by lack of co- 
operation among the agencies concerned. 
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ASOT automatic PROTECTION 
helps to MEET THE MANPOWER PROBLEM 


.has enabled many concerns to release 
personnel from guard duty to productive work 


Every able-bodied man assigned to guard or 
watchman duty is one more man removed 
from productive work. To help solve increas- 
ingly acute manpower problems, increase the 
extent and efficiency of protection and effect 
operating economies, many firms have adopted 
A.D.T. Electric Protection Services—the mod- 
ern, automatic safeguard against the hazards 
of fire, intrusion, sabotage, burglary, and the 
production stoppages and other devastating 
results of such casualties. 

These services, functioning awtomatically. 
afford maximum protection with minimum 
guard forces. Adoption of A.D.T. Protection 
has made it possible for hundreds of plants 
to eliminate or substantially reduce their 
guard forces—not only releasing manpower 
for productive work, but also getting better 
protection and effecting substantial savings 
We shall be glad to make a survey of your 


A.D.T. ELECTRIC PROTECTION SERVICES 






q 


particular protection problems, without cost 
or obligation. x * 


Invisible Ray Alarm (Photoelectric): Projects 
beams of invisible light across indoor or outdoor 
areas. Interruption of beam automatically summons 
guards and police. 
Telapproach (for boundary protection): Electronic 
devices establish a continuous electrical field adja- 
cent to a boundary. Entrance of any person or ve- 
hicle into the electrical field automatically sum- 
mons guards and police. 
Burglar Alarm: Electric Protection for doors, win- 
dows, skylights, etc. 
Aero Automatic Fire Alarm: Automatically de- 
tects fire at its start, and automatically summons 
the fire department. 
Sprinkler Supervisory and Waterflow Alarm: 
Automatically detects and reports trouble condi- 
tions, whether caused by accident or sabotage, that 
might impair the sprinkler’s effectiveness. Auto- 
matically summons fire department the instant a 
sprinkler head opens, or in case of a dangerous 
eak. 

For further information on these and other 
\.D.T. Protection Services, write to A.D.T. Execu- 
tive Offices, 155 Sixth Avenue, New York. 





Controlled Companies of AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH CO. 155 Sixth Ave.. New York 


CENTRAL STATION OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL ITIES OF THE UNITED STATES 
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BETTER LIFE SAVING 
VOLUNTEER TEPARTENTS | 


WITH THE 


EMERSON RESUSCITATOR 
INHALATOR ano ASPIRATOR 


Accepted by 
Council on Physical Therapy 
American Medical Association 


Now more than ever, your 
department needs a resus- 
citator that is dependable 
and effective in all emer- 
gencies. Our record in fire 
departments, industrial 
plants and the armed 
forces explains why today 
we are the largest builders 
of automatic breathing 
equipment in the world. 


WRITE FOR LITERATURE 
OR A DEMONSTRATION 


J. H. EMERSON CO. 
24 Cottage Park Ave., 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Representatives in Principal Cities 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 


N.F.P.A. Volunteer Firemen’s Section 





Every member 
receives a handsome 

membership certificate illustrat- 
ing the history of fire protection. 


T this time 791 departments and in- 
dustrial fire brigades belong to the 
Section. This is the largest number of 
member departments in the history of the 
Section. Fifteen fire departments are wel- 
comed this month as new members and 
two departments, that were formerly mem- 
bers, have again joined. These 
ments are listed below. Two hundred fire- 
men enrolled in these companies bring the 
number of individual fire fighters in the 
Volunteer Firemen’s section to 15,587. 
Buick Motor Division, General Motors 
Corporation, Melrose Park, Illinois. 
Dover & Foxcroft Fire 
Dover-Foxcroft, Maine. 
Water Witch Hook and Ladder Company, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 
Talbot County Firemen’s 
Easton, Maryland. 


depart- 


Department, 


Association, 


Harbor Springs Fire Department, Harbor 
Springs, Michigan. 


Sheridan Fire Department, Sheridan, 
Michigan. 
Shellmar Products Company, Mount 


Vernon, Ohio. 
Fire Extinguisher Sales and 
Sandusky, Ohio. 


Service, 


Belle Valley Hose Company, Belle Valley, 
Pennsylvania. 
Jefferson Fire Company, Jefferson, Penn- 


sylvania. 
Lower Burrell Township No. 3, New Ken- 
sington, Pennsylvania. 

Independence Fire Company No. 1, 
Palmyra, Pennsylvania. 
Rothsville Volunteer Fire 
Rothsville, Pennsaylvania 
Cataract Fire Company No. 2, Lakewood, 

Rhode Island. 
Wink Volunteer Fire Department, Wink, 
Texas. 


Company, 


Hampton Heights Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. 
Kodiak Fire Department, Kodiak, Alaska. 


MEMBERSHIP PLAN 


® Through the Volunteer Firemen’s | 


Section, fire companies may become | 
N.F.P.A. members. Each member 
fire company is entitled to have 
VOLUNTEER FIREMEN magazine sent 
to the homes of ten firemen. 


@ As a member, the fire company re- 
ceives at headquarters a set of all other 
regular N.F.P.A. publications. This 
includes the QUARTERLY MAGAZINE 
and monthly NEWS LETTER. 


@ Membership in the National Fire 
Protection Association costs ten dol- 


lars per year. If more than ten fire- 
men want to receive the magazine, 
an additional one dollar should be 
sent for each fireman in excess of the 
first ten enrolled. 





Maryland Fire Service Cautioned 
on Apparatus Maintenance 


N a bulletin to all fire companies in 

Maryland, Chief James W. Just, State 
Fire Co-ordinator, calls attention to the 
importance of exceptional care to keep fire 
apparatus in service until such time as 
replacements are available. Chief Just 
points out that 8 per cent of the pumpers 
of this state are over 20 years old, 20 per 
cent are over 15 years old, and 48 per cent, 
or nearly half of the pumpers, are over 10 
years old. 

Chief Just’s bulletin continues: ‘‘If con- 
ditions in other states are comparable to 
those in Maryland, and there is ample 
reason to suspect the conditions are worse 
in certain other states, then it must be 
realized that new apparatus will be difficult 
to get for some time. 

“‘A few suggestions that will help to pro- 
long the life of your apparatus are: 

a. Reduce driving speeds wherever pos- 
sible. 

b. Inspect and check apparatus more 
frequently. 

c. Use only the best grade of motor oil 
and gasoline. 

d. Do not use apparatus for pumping 
basements or sewers. 

e. Keep apparatus and equipment cov- 
ered as much as possible from the 
weather. 

f. Do not drive apparatus in parades, 
funerals, etc. 

g. Make a good mechanic responsible for 
the maintenance of your trucks and do 
not permit others to tamper with them. 

h. Permit only careful, well-trained driv- 
ers to operate the apparatus. 

i. Limit the number of drivers to as few 
as possible to operate your depart- 
ment efficiently.” 
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YES! You Can Still 
Buy MIDWESTERN 


Firemen’s Clothing 


Some of our customers have 
gathered the impression that 


due to the war, protective 
clothing cannot be purchased. 
Naturally, the needs of those 
who protect our vitals come 


first. But we also realize the 
urgent need that municipal 
firemen have for protective 
clothing, and we are able to 
ship many items, frequently 
with little or no delay. Please 
order needed articles as far in 
advance as possible. 


MIDWESTERN MFG. CO. 


MACKINAW, ILLINOIS 





Midwestern’s Fireman’s Suit 





I] 


BUNKER PANTS 
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. Safety snap on belt. 

. Two side and one hip pocket 
. Wool lining. 

. Reinforced adjustable belt. 


. Wide protecting flap. 
. Reinforced by rivets. 
. Cloth crotch pads for pole sliding. 


. Reinforced double stitched seams. 





Combination Suit: Coat and Pants 


. . . 
5 With Detachable Linings ... . 
We offer you a real special combination suit of Mid- 
6 western Rubberized Coat and Bunker Pants, with 
detachable wool linings. Flexible elastic inner sleeve 
for wrist. Keeps out water, cold and sparks. All Mid- 
= western coats are so equipped. The coat with Bunker 
, pants, below, are Midwestern’s outfit No. 101. 
1. Adjustable collar strap. 
8 2. Reinforced collar band for lining. 
3. Lining attached with quick snap buttons. 
4. Corduroy lined collar. 
9 5. Reinforced, double stitched seams. 
6. Reinforced by rivets at points of strain. 
7. Vertical seams in sleeve shoulders. 
10 


. Inside of fabric, heavily napped cloth. 

. Midwestern safety snaps. 

. Two outside pockets. 

Midwestern’s Special Vanitex fabrics. 

Lining edges reinforced with rubberized fabric. 
Wool detachable lining. 

6-inch storm flap. 


Lining held by snap buttons. 
Rubberized fabric belt in lining. 


Eight suspender buttons. 


Midwestern’s Special Vanitex fabrics. 


This wool lining can be added to 


any Midwestern Bunker Pants 





al a small additional cost. 


Write 


for literature, 
price lists and mat- 


erial samples. 
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\ new Fyr-Fyter 2%-gallon Foam 
Extinguisher is now made of steel 
Another Pump Type Extin- 
guisher is also of steel construc- whe 
tion. Both bear the Under- 

writers’ label of approval. Thus Fyr-Fyter 
is conserving millions of pounds of 
brass and copper for war weapons. 

When Victory is won and extinguishers 
are again available for civilian use, 

there will be an improved and 
enlarged line of Fyr-Fyters. You 
will want new Fyr-Fyters to 
replace worn out, obsolete 

equipment. Remember us. 


THE FYR-FYTER CO. 
Dept. 20 Dayton, Ohio | 



















FINEST POWERFUL 
HAND SEARCHLIGHT 
“FOR THE CHIEF” 
& 


TYPE WS 


“MASTER x LIGHT” 


* 
RECHARGEABLE BATTERY 


* 
“MASTERO LIGHTS MAKERS” 


CARPENTER MFG. CO. 


168 Sidney St., Cambridge, Mass, 
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TRADE ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Industry today is more than ever 
dependent on the reliability of its fire 
extinguishers. They may remain at their 
stations over long periods of time without 
being called upon to perform their vital 
function — swift, decisive fire extinguish- 
ment when the sudden emergency arises 

To reveal instantly any attempt to 
tamper with fire extinguishers, American- 
LaFrance-Foamite Corporation, Klmira, 
N. Y., have introduced a new inexpensive 
extinguisher case, known as the Tampless 
Case. 
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Installing Case Opening Case 


Constructed of non-critical, tough card- 
board stock, it safely houses the extin- 
guisher from the reach of unauthorized 
persons, and yet allows of instant removal 
for legitimate use. One quick pull on a 
sealed string breaks through a gummed 
paper sealing strip and permits the Tamp- 
less Case to unfold. The extinguisher can 
immediately be lifted from its bracket. 
The Tampless Case is available in a variety 
of sizes to accommodate the different types 
of approved extinguishers. 

The Tampless Case can be reused. 
Simply reservice extinguisher, replace, fold 
case, and reseal. 


The DuGas Engineering Corp. of Mar- 
inette, Wisconsin, has just placed on the 
market a new fire extinguisher for auto- 
motive equipment. This new unit consists 
of two cylinders of non-critical material, 
each containing seven pounds of DuGas 
Dry Powder, and held in a bracket suitable 
for mounting inside any motor vehicle. 
The complete unit of two cylinders and 
bracket has been approved by Under- 
writers’ Laboratories, Inc., for the protec- 
tion of motor vehicles. 
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“Wuat To Do. an Arr Ratp”’ is the 
title of a new 16 m.m. sound motion pic- 
ture film produced by Transfilm, Inc., 35 
West 45th St., New York City. 
training film reviewed and passed by the 
U. S. Office of Civilian Defense. It is 
available on black-and-white film stock at 
$25.00 and in color at $68.00. An attrac- 
tive leaflet describing the film is available 
from the producer without charge. 


This is a 


“FIBRE-T'Ex’”’ is the name of a new floor 
cleaning compound which is said by its 
manufacturer to eliminate the danger of 
fire inherent in many of the materials 
commonly in use for this purpose. The 
product is non-combustible, highly ab- 
sorbent of oils and grease and has an active 
cleaning effect upon floors on which it is 
consistently applied. Its use is indicated 
in industrial plants, as well as in fire sta- 
tions, garages, oil plants or wherever ma- 
chinery is serviced or oil or grease maybe 
spilled on floors. ‘Fibre-Tex” is manu- 
factured by Lacey-Webber Co., Kala- 
mazoo, Michigan, from whom complete 
details may be obtained. 


To keep pace with the fire hazard which accompanies the current increase in freight transportation 


of flammable liquids, American-LaFrance-Foamite Corporation has designed 


Fire Fighting Car.” 


a “Foamite Railroad 


This car, illustrated below, is converted from an ordinary boxcar, equipped with 


fire fighting facilities and drawing its water supply from a tank car to which it is connected. The 
manufacturer emphasizes that the above layout is only one suggested arrangement of a minimum of 


equipment. 


We understand that at least three leading railroads 


have taken steps to provide them- 


selves with a similar fire fighting car. 
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HE most important Ward LaFrance war- 
time assignment is pictured above. It isa 
completely equipped ten-ton Tank-Recovery 
Wrecker unit. These tough, powerful, big fel- 
lows were a logical job for Ward LaFrance, 
because almost everything about them is 
“special”. Like Ward LaFrance fire apparatus, 
they are built to meet unusual requirements 
with unfailing dependability. 

Most of our manufacturing facilities are 
devoted to these tank-recovery trucks, and 
special pumpers which we are turning out for 
the armed forces. However, we have so far 


i3 Great American Industries, Inc Meriden, Conan. 





been able to continue making special civilian 
fire fighting units. If your need is urgent, please 
write us about your requirements. We shall 
be glad to give you full information on ob- 
taining specially engineered equipment, and 
the proper procedure in securing necessary 
authorization to purchase it. 
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CLEAR WATER 
DOES THE JOB! 


The old three-horse hitch was a thrilling sigh® But there 
have been a lot of improvements in fire fighting methods 
in the past 35 years — one of the most important being 
the development of Indian Fire Pumps. These great 
hand pumps are the last word in modern equipment. 
They will handle 70 per cent of your calls without laying 
hose. Wartime fire hazards add to their many uses. 
With 5-gal. tank slung on his back operator has complete 
freedom of movement—does not have to stop and pick up 
extinguisher. Pump throws 30 to 50-ft. pressure stream or 
nozzle is adjustable for a spray. Only clear water used. 


Send for Catalog and Testimonials. 
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Roof, building, 
bish and grass 

are only a few 
the great variety 
ways in which 
dian Fire Pun 
are used effective 
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supply serves 
quick _ filling. 

conditioned 

prevents moist 
reaching the b 
Be sure you } 
plenty of Indi 
for spring and 

mer. Order ! 





ry \ toe 2 





a a 


